WHOSE RESPONSIBILITY IS HIV/AIDS?
ADDRESS TO THE CAPE TOWN CITY COUNCIL

Mayor Zille, Speaker Smith, comrades in the ANC, councilors and friends 
1.  Today I speak to you as a person living with HIV/AIDS on treatment - healthy – and with the hope of decades of natural life ahead because of my use of antiretroviral medicines.  I speak to you also as chairperson of the Treatment Action Campaign and a lifelong ANC member. I want to ask the following question and try to answer it: Whose responsibility is HIV/AIDS? 

2. As formers mayors Theresa Solomon an early political mentor since 1976, NomaIndia Mfeketo and current Mayor Helen Zille have demonstrated: HIV/AIDS is a deeply political issue because men oppress women; because race, class, gender language, age, sexual orientation inequalities make people vulnerable to infection, illness and death. Because poor communities and countries are affected more than any other. Because as individuals, families and communities -- we do not take sufficient responsibility for our actions and we misuse tradition, religion and culture. Because our political leaders globally and in our country fail us by not providing daily leadership on all the questions and their direct relation to HIV/AIDS.  
THE CRISIS OF HIV INFECTION
3. One in every nine people in our country live with HIV/AIDS. But every day nearly 1000 new infections occur on average.  Prevention as we know it has failed. As TAC’s political report to our Congress in September 2005 outlined:
4. “The continuing increase in new infections is an emergency. Every new infection means an increased burden of illness on individuals, families, households, communities, the health service and the country. HIV is an incurable, life-threatening condition and can only be treated as a chronic illness with antiretroviral therapy for life. The increase of 500 000 new infections in 2004 means that in 7-12 years there will be an additional half a million people who will be ill and require ARV treatment.  It means that there will be serious suffering for hundreds of thousands of people including families and children. And, if this rate of infection continues, it means that the health system and the economy will not cope with the demands for treatment.” We need a new plan and new strategies.   I want to ask the Council to meet with us as a matter of urgency to address what we can do about prevention.

THE CRISIS OF ILLNESS 

5. Tuberculosis is one of the most serious co-infections with HIV. Youas councilors all  know that we have a public health emergency in this metropole.  Again, we need to find new tools and change our protocols.  
6. We urge the City Council Health Committee to meet with us to discuss the immediate integration of HIV and TB clinics across the province because our people cannot spend four hours in a TB clinic when they are desperately sick and then another few hours in an HIV clinic or in an antenatal programme.  
7. Most TB cannot be diagnosed with sputum in people living with HIV. So, we have a crisis. Most TB when occurring in people living with HIV goes undetected, continuously spreading while at the same time destroying the bodies and leading to death.  We need a new TB plan for this city council. 
THE CRISIS OF DEATH
8. Every day an average of 900 people die of AIDS-related illnesses. We all know from the deaths in the Mandela and Buthelezi families that children die before their parents because of HIV/AIDS. StatsSA shows how the pattern of death has changed in our country.  
Recorded Deaths by Selected Age Groups and Year of Death (Source StatsSA 2005 & 06)

	Age
	1997
	1998
	1999
	2000
	2001
	2002
	2003

	0-4
	34 779
	41 171
	40 139
	40 768
	41 920
	48 572
	51 627

	20-24
	13 574
	15 682
	16 892
	18 500
	19 655
	21 838
	24 346

	25-29
	18 227
	22 797
	26 375
	30 348
	35 667
	41 412
	45 844

	30-34
	18 903
	24 008
	28 404
	33 909
	39 203
	46 758
	55 148

	35-39
	18 733
	23 419
	27 118
	31 814
	36 568
	43 020
	48 723

	40-44
	18 086
	21 816
	24 041
	27 868
	31 893
	36 614
	42 826

	45-49
	18 530
	21 808
	23 445
	25 452
	28 611
	31 681
	36 278

	50-54
	17 495
	20 202
	21 596
	24 213
	26 864
	29 613
	33 264

	65-69
	23 501
	25 733
	25 171
	24 522
	25 719
	26 902
	28 449

	75-79
	23 525
	23 935
	22 292
	21 830
	22 848
	23 875
	26 093


9. From the StatsSA data three changes are absolutely clear: 

(1) early death; “the figures suggest that there has been a significant increase in the number of deaths amongst men aged 30-44 and amongst women of reproductive ages”; 

(2) the provinces worst affected by HIV are experiencing increasing deaths and; 

    (3) causes of death have changed dramatically.  

 . 

10. HIV is the primary and most serious cause of death on a scale that dwarfs any current conflict of war globally. Yet, we are doing business as usual. 
THE CRISIS OF LEADERSHIP
11. The crisis of leadership in relation to HIV/AIDS is the greatest tragedy and challenge to democracy.  This government nationally under the leadership of both President Mandela and now President Mbeki have made a dramatic,  serious and better change to the lives of all people in our country. Much must still be done in areas such as housing, education, transport and transport.  But the improvement cannot be denied.
12.  One of the most serious challenges remains in the area of health care and particularly HIV/AIDS.  I ask this City Council and particularly my comrades in the ANC to lead a delegation to speak to the President on the five demands of the Treatment Action campaign.   We ask President Mbeki and Deputy-President Mlambo-Ncguka

1. To convene a crisis meeting to develop and emergency plan – a meeting that unites us without AIDS denialists ;

2. To end the preventable and unnecessary HIV/AIDS deaths in prisons; 

3. To appoint a new Minister of Health and a new Director-General of Health;

4. To respect the rule of law, the Constitution and the courts; and

5.  To help end health apartheid – Manenberg, Mitchells Plein, Bellville South, Khayelitsha and Gugulethu deserves the same constitutional right to health as Constantia who pay far too much for their health care.
We ask you this NOT to score political points but to save lives. To my comrades in the ANC -- we cannot put party obedience before the right to life. Neither do we want any politician in the DA or elsewhere to score political points -- we  have an emergency. We need every person to join a global united front to deal with this epidemic. The Cape Town City Council and all parties have a constitutional duty to work together with us to make it work.  

Thank you.

Zackie Achmat 

30 August 2006 
